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Joseph was the son of Jacob.
Jacob was the son of Isaac.
And Isaac was the son of Abraham.

These kinds of family histories appear
in the Bible, and they might seem boring.

But the truth is, they are kind of important.

You see, God made a promise to Abraham
that he would have a son in his old age...
And that he would have grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
and great-great grandchildren 
that would outnumber all the stars in the sky.

“Look up into the sky
and count the stars
if you can.
That’s how many
descendants
you will have!
Genesis 15:5

And Joseph was one of those 
great-grandchildren of Abraham.
He was part of God’s promise.



Jesus was the son of another Joseph.
And that Joseph was the son of another Jacob.
(I know...it’s very confusing...)

that Jacob was the 
great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-great-great-great-
grandson of Abraham.

So Joseph (the first one) and Jesus 
were part of the same family...
born 38 generations apart. 

And that means...
Jesus is part of God’s promise to Abraham, too.
He is another one of those stars.
And he is the MOST important star
in the family.



You see, God’s promise to Abraham
was not just about children
and grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
as numerous as the stars.

God’s promise to Abraham
was that someone in Abraham’s family
would be the bright morning star...
the Messiah...
the Savior of the world.

God would send Jesus,
his own son,
the prince of heaven,
to be part of Abraham’s family
here on earth.

He did it so that his family
could be made whole again.
This family had been broken apart by sin.
But God didn’t want it to stay that way.

So Jesus,
the bright morning star...
the Messiah...
the Savior of the world...
came to fix it.

Kind of like Joseph fixed his family
generations before... 



Joseph had brothers.
They were jealous of Joseph.
They knew that Jacob
loved Joseph more than he loved them.
Jacob even gave Joseph a special coat...
a very colorful coat.

Joseph’s older brothers noticed,
and they didn’t like it.

They also didn’t like the way
Joseph talked about his dreams...

“We were out in the field,
tying up bundles of grain.
Suddenly my bundle stood up,
and your bundles 
all gathered around
and bowed low before mine!”
Genesis 37:7

So Joseph’s brothers turned against him.
They sold him to strangers
for 20 pieces of silver.


